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Discussion Forum 

Comparative Effectiveness Research:  
Understanding What It Is and Helping to Shape the Future Course
May 5, 2009, 2:00-4:30 EST 

Much of the work around transparency and public reporting relates to the relative performance of clinicians and settings of care.  Equally if not more important is understanding the relative effectiveness of different interventions and treatments, drugs and devices .  Conducting valid and independent comparative effectiveness research (CER) is one of the key foundations of any health reform effort.  Without knowing what works best, it is impossible to get the information patients need in their hands to use with their clinician and it is impossible to move to “higher value.”  The goals of the Disclosure Project’s Discussion Forum are to help leaders from the consumer, purchaser and labor communities in Washington and around the country:

· Understand comparative effectiveness research and key issues that will drive it being done successfully; 

· Learn what is and is not happening currently at the federal, state, and private sector levels; and

· Discuss advocacy opportunities to improve comparative effectiveness research and its use. 

As part of current debate around reform there is consideration of funding and supporting an independent comparative effectiveness institute.  Already, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 has made a “down payment” of $1.1 billion in funds for research that compares the clinical outcomes, effectiveness, and appropriateness of different treatments (e.g., drugs, medical devices, surgery, etc) for a health condition or illness. The allocation is to be divided amongst three agencies:  $300 million - Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality; $400 million - National Institutes of Health; and $400 million - Secretary of Health and Human Services (with $1.5 million for the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to provide recommendations on national priorities for CER).  Highlighting the need for feasible data collection to support comprehensive measurement, the CER provision also calls for the collection of outcomes data by requiring it electronically – through registries, data networks, and other electronic health data.  Depending on how the resources are used, the provisions could begin to address one of the core gaps the consumer and purchaser communities have identified regarding quality measurement -- the need for more feasible information on outcomes. 

Steven Pearson MD, MSc, FRCP, President of the Institute of Clinical and Economic Review, will provide an overview of comparative effectiveness research and issues in policy and scientific communities around its conduct and implementation.  Sean Tunis MD, MSc, Director of the Center for Medical Technology Policy, will present on how CER is and is not used by CMS and private payers.  Peter Lee, co-chair of the Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project, will share a draft of joint consumer-purchaser principles on “doing CER right” that the project has been developing for use in advocacy.  A roundtable discussion will close out the forum, giving attendees the opportunity to debate the issues and consider advocacy strategies for advancing comparative effectiveness research and its use. 

In Person and WebEx Details:

LOCATION: 
National Partnership for Women & Families

1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 650

Washington, DC

DIAL: 1-888-583-1346

MEETING NUMBER: *4835337*
WEB: www.genesys.com
Please RSVP to Jennifer Eames at jeames@healthcaredisclosure.org.  
Agenda

2:00 – 2:10

Review Agenda, Welcome and Introductions




Debra L. Ness

President

National Partnership for Women & Families

2:10 – 2:30
Setting the Context for Comparative Effectiveness Research  




Peter V. Lee, JD

Executive Director, National Health Policy 

Pacific Business Group on Health

2:30 – 3:15

Overview of CER and Key Issues




Steven Pearson MD, MSc, FRCP 

President 

Institute of Clinical and Economic Review

3:15 – 4:00
Use of CER by CMS and Private Payers 


Sean Tunis MD, MSc 

Director 

Center for Medical Technology Policy

4:00 – 4:30 
Roundtable Discussion


Peter Lee 
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